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CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 1 157 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, HO 

SUBJECT: GENERAL SOMOZA CONDEMNS HONDURAN AGRARIAN REFORM 
REF: TEGUCIGALPA 1084 

1. DURING MEETING OF CENTRAL AMERICAN CHIEFS OF STATE IN 
TEGUCIGALPA GENERAL SOMOZA TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO CONDEMN HONDURAN 
AGRARIAN REFORM AS "COMMUNIST." VARIOUS CHIEFS OF STATE 

WENT TO CATTLE EXPOSITION ON AFTERNOON OF MARCH 15 TO SEE SHOW. 
AFTERWARDS A LARGE GATHERING MET IN THE EXPOSITION RESTAURANT 
FOR DRINKS. GENERAL SOMOZA, CHIEF OF STATE LOPEZ AND THEIR 
AIDES SAT AT FRONT TABLE WHILE SURROUNDING TABLES OCCUPIED 
BY MANY CATTLEMEN, FARMERS AND ASSORTED BANKERS, LABOR UNION 
LEADERS AND REPORTERS. 

2. ACCORDING TO EYEWITNESSES SOMOZA HAD BEEN DRINKING HEAVILY 
AND WAS HARAGUING LOPEZ ABOUT THE PROPOSED HONDURAN AGRARIAN 
REFORM. SOMOZA CALLED IT "PURE COMMUNISM" AND SAID THAT IT 
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DID NOT SUIT HONDURAS OR ITS NEIGHBORS. HE ALSO SAID THAT 
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HE HAD HEARD THAT THERE WERE THESE FOREIGN COMMUNISTS HELPING 
TO PREPARE IT AND WHEN MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES ESCOTO 
ATTEMPTED TO TELL HIM THAT THEY WERE WELL QUALIFIED SOMOZA 
RESPONDED THAT IN NICARAGUA SUCH PLANS WERE PREPARED BY 
NICARAGUANS AND THAT FOREIGN COMMUNISTS WERE THROWN OUT 
OF THE COUNTRY. 

IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION VICTOR ARTILES, SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF THE CONFEDERATION OF HONDURAN WORKERS, TOLD EMBOFFS 
THAT MANY OF THE CATTLEMEN APPLAUDED SOMOZA’S REMARKS AND 
CHEERED HIM WHEN HE LEFT. HE REMARKED THAT LOPEZ HAD 
SAID VERY LITTLE. 

3. COMMENT: SOMOZ’S REMARKS DURING AN ESSENTIALLY OPEN 
MEETING SEEMED DESIGNED TO EMBARRASS HIS HOST. HE IS 
OBVIOUSLY AWARE OF THE POLITICAL SENSITIVITY OF AGRARIAN 
REFORM IN HONDURAS BUT NEVERTHELESS CRITICIZED THE PROPOSED 
LAW WHILE SITTING AT THE SAME TABLE AS LOPEZ AND SURROUNDED 
BY MANY CATTLEMEN OPPOSED TO SUCH A MEASURE. SOMOZA'S 
REMARKS BECAME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, EVEN 
BEFORE THEY APPEARED IN EL CRONISTA THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

SNIDER 
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